
The number 8 (八, bā) is considered one of the most auspicious and powerful 

numbers in Asian cultures, especially in Chinese-influenced traditions (China, Hong 

Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Korea, Japan, Vietnam). Its significance comes from language, 

symbolism, cosmology, and historical usage. 

 

🧧 Core Meaning: Wealth, Prosperity, Success 
4 

• The Mandarin word for 8 (bā 八) sounds similar to fā (發 / 发) meaning to 

prosper, to grow wealthy, to flourish. 

• Because of this phonetic link, 8 became the number of financial success and 

expansion. 

• Businesses, phone numbers, addresses, and dates with many 8s are considered 

lucky. 

Famous example: 

• The Beijing Olympics opened on 8/8/2008 at 8:08:08 pm to maximize prosperity 

symbolism. 

 

🏯 Cultural & Philosophical Symbolism 
4 

In Chinese cosmology, 8 represents cosmic balance and completeness: 

• The Bagua (八卦) = eight trigrams of the I Ching 

• Symbolizes all possible states of reality 

• Associated with harmony of heaven, earth, and humanity 

So beyond money, 8 means totality and universal order. 

 

💫 Social & Everyday Usage 
8 is actively used to attract luck: 

• Premium prices for phone numbers with many 8s 

• Wedding dates chosen with 8 

• Building floors labeled with 8 

• License plates with 8 sell for millions in Hong Kong/China 



Example: A Hong Kong plate with a single “8” sold for over $600k USD equivalent. 

 

🧿 Contrast With 4 (Unlucky) 
The power of 8 is amplified because: 

• 4 (四, sì) sounds like death (死) 

• So 8 is the opposite: life, growth, fortune 

 

🌏 Across Asian Cultures 
• China: wealth & prosperity 

• Japan: also lucky; shape widens at bottom → growth 

• Korea/Vietnam: inherited Chinese numerology → prosperity 

• Buddhism: Eightfold Path (spiritual completeness) 

 

✨ Deeper Symbolic Themes of 8 
Across Asia, 8 represents: 

• Prosperity 

• Expansion 

• Success 

• Balance 

• Cosmic order 

• Infinite flow (similar to ∞ rotated) 

 

🧭 Why 8 Feels Powerful Universally 
Even outside language: 

• Symmetrical 

• Stable shape 

• Double circle → heaven & earth 

• Linked to infinity 

So it carries both material success and spiritual completeness. 

 



✅ Summary: 

In Asian culture, the number 8 is the ultimate symbol of prosperity, success, 

harmony, and cosmic completeness—which is why it’s widely used in business, life 

events, and cultural symbolism. 
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